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1. The Constitution  

a. If elected, you will take an oath to uphold the U.S. Constitution. Tell us about this oath 

and what it means to you.  

As a Viet Nam era war veteran, this will be the 2
nd

 time I’ve taken the oath to protect 

the Constitution.  But members of the City Commission don’t know, or fail to 

acknowledge that a sworn promise to protect the Constitution is in the text of the 

oath of office for City Commission. 

 

The City Commission oath:  “I, Harold Saive, do solemnly swear that I will support, 

honor, protect, and defend the Constitution and Govermenment of the United States of 

the State of Florida; that I am duly quilified to hold office under the Constitution of 

the State and under Cahrter of the City of Gainesville; and that I will well and 

faithfully perform the duties on which I am about the enter.” 

b. What is your view on the sanctity of private property as it pertains to eminent domain?  

Local and/or federal government intrusion into ownership and private property rights 

is Unconstitutional, therefore, illegal. 

 

c. Do you feel our government has curtailed liberties set forth in the Constitution?   Yes.

Specifically, how do you view the 10
th

 Amendment to the Constitution as it relates to local 

government?  Explain your answer in detail. 

 

The Tenth Amendment makes explicit the idea that the federal government is limited only 

to the powers granted in the Constitution .  The Amendment is about “local sovereignty” 

and was specifically intended to limit the powers of the federal government.  Today we 

suffer  severe erosion to the  sovereignty of  individuals, municipalities, counties and States. 

 

d. What can you do at the local level to stop, reverse, or prevent erosion of constitutionally-

protected liberties?  

I will hold monthly At-Large Town Hall “Power” meetings to educate the public on 

local issues and how federal intrusion has denied their rights as free and sovereign 

individuals. 

 

2. Energy and Environment  

a. Do you support the biomass plant?  Explain your answer. 

The biomass plant and redacted contract is the fiscally irresponsible product of a 

corrupt local government.  The seeds of corruption were planted in the erosion of the 

10
th

 Amendment when federal intrusion was disguised as economic incentives. 

b. Do you support GRU being owned by the City of Gainesville, and if so, why is this 

arrangement better for the citizens of Gainesville and the GRU service area than a 

privately owned utility? 

There is no evidence that Gainesville’s publicly owned utility has performed with more 

efficiency than a private company in a competitive market.  In fact, the general fund 

transfer has led to a bloated and dysfunctional City government with 6 

commissioners, a Mayor and part-time, hand-picked, employee to do the work of 

the previously 5 serving “luxuriously” on the commission.  
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c. Why is it better for GRU to build the new power plant than to purchase power from 

already existing reliable and cost effective power providers? 

The prudent approach is to buy power only when needed.  Even GRU agrees there is no 

need to provide an increase in base load capacity until at least 2016.  Ed Regan 

admits that “we’ll need to grow into it”.  Why is the public being forced to pay in 

advance for the Biomass plant or any other power generator that comes on-line 

before the need requires it. -- Furthermore, the anticipated economic growth for 

future base load has flattened. Look at the consequences of dried-up funding to 

PECO for the bricks and mortar construction of schools.  For example, natural gas 

fueled Bloom Box Technologies can supply “distributed” power to sub-stations 

when base load is needed in a new or growing neighborhood. This technology has 

matured but was never considered by GRU but will be loudly promoted as a 

solution to $3 billion dollar debt with biomass when I sit on the commission. 

d. Do you accept the stated claims that salvaging biomass locally to fuel the new power 

plant will not harm our fragile environment?  Explain you answer in detail. 

Less than 5% of woody biomass – and jobs - will come from Alachua County. Most will 

come from surrounding counties. This is not  promoting local sovereignty of energy 

independence.   The issue of the “environment” pales when we consider the Wall 

Street derivative financing involved with off-shore producers and currency 

speculators involved with a Boston shell company (American Renewables) . Nothing 

about the Biomass project is local except for the huge financial risk similar to what 

bankrupted Harrisburg, PA. 

e. Large trucks will add significant usage to Alachua County’s already under-maintained 

roads.  Would you support a usage tax to be paid by GRU to Alachua County to 

compensate for the additional maintenance that will be required? If not, provide a 

rationale that justifies your position. 

GRU agrees that 30% of the carbon load attributed to biomass generation will come 

from smoke-stack deisel trucks hauling wood from surrounding counties and across 

our local highways that remain battered when road repair funds were diverted to 

“buses” by a corrupt County government. 

 

Any taxes that are invented to compensate for maintenance will be passed along to the 

GRU customers and local businesses. The best alternative is for the City to cut their 

losses, buy-out the American Renewables contract and buy nothing until we need it. 

When the time comes, focus on natural Ngas technologies that offer distributed 

power (like Bloom Tech) . The Bloom generators offer twice the efficiency of 

conventional natural gas power generators.  This means that the price of natural gas 

is cut in half when applied to the Bloom generators. This translates to Ngas at 

$2.00/1000 when market is $4.00/1000. This is a hue control on the GRU scare about 

market “volatility” of Ngas.  Ngas will always be half-price under Bloom power 

Generation. 

3. Limiting/Expanding the Role of Government  

a.  When you get to city commission, what specific programs\agencies would you abolish? 

Start at the top by moving to rescind the current City charter to the former 5 member 

City commission. -- Downsize of top-heavy management and phased restructure of 

GRU to energy management of multiple energy providers rather than sole provider 
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of power.  

 

 

b.   What is the proper role of local government?  

To Serve the Public in aspects of Health Safety and General Welfare and to defend the 

US. Constitution against federal intrusion into local government. 

c.   Do you support International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI)/Local 

Governments for Sustainability/Agenda 21? Explain. 

International treaties have no place in a sovereign state or local government and their 

economies.  Agenda 21 initiatives have been revealed as unconstitutional, globalized 

social control with tentacles in local economies that deprive personal sovereignty. 

Beware the term “sustainable” as coded “collectivism”. 

 

4. Economic Philosophy and Economic Development 

a. What do you view as strengths and weaknesses of the free market?  

The market will not be “free” until we abolish the Federal Reserve. 

      b.   What would you do to make the city more fiscally responsible? Explain. 

Act as whistle-blower to secret negotiations, redacted contracts, State Crimes Against 

Democracy and criminal intent. 

c. Do you feel our present city and county standards are favorable to business development?   

No.  Taxes and the cost of energy are too high.  Economist, Jeremy Rifkin’s book “The 

Third Economic Revolution” reveals that the most successful economies will depend 

on the low cost of energy. More jobs will be created with de-centralized, off the grid, 

technologies like solar than with central, old-fashioned, smoke-stack distributed 

power  like the biomass plant. 
If not, then explain what changes you would make to promote business development. 

Move to Place GRU under the City Manager where the Commission cannot be corrupted. 

Stop the Biomass plant and place GRU for sale where proceeds are directed to correct 

infrastructure problems including road maintenance.  This will remove the cancer of this 

giant utility from further subverting the authority of local government as it has in past 

decades. 

 

5. Transportation  

a. Should we allocate more funds to repairing existing roads and building new ones? 

Repairing existing roads is an essential Priority 

b. Do you support more spending on RTS?  NO

c. Should we privatize the bus system?  YES. 

d. Do you favor the narrowing of city thoroughfares? Include in your answer the present 

plans to for the 16
th

 Avenue project. 

It’s always a bad idea to restrict commercial and private traffic when there’s no 

alternative. - Narrowing side-streets may be a good idea, but commercial traffic 

forced to travel longer and slower will be an economic drag on business. 

 

I live on NW 16
th

 Ave.  I agree with Pinkoson and Baird’s “no” vote on narrowing the 

road to make room for the few bicycles that travel this road.  On another 

note…Eastbound traffic attempting to enter the Citgo station on the NW Corner of 
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16
th

 and 441 are now forced to make a “risky” U-turn from the left lane in order to 

do business. 

 

 

 

 

Please answer the below with YES/NO responses. 

  

    a. Do you think local taxes are too high? Yes Y____  No ____ 

    b.     Do you favor the use of eminent domain for non-public-related needs (per amendment 5       

of the Constitution)?  Yes ____  No _N___ 

    c. Are municipal unions too powerful?  Yes ____  No N 

    d. Should union membership be voluntary?  Yes _Y___  No ____ 

    e. Do you support the gender identity ordinance?  Yes __Y__ No ____   

    f. Would you support privatizing GRU?  Yes _Y___  No ____ 

    g. Do you feel our local taxpayers do enough for homeless people?  Yes _Y___  No ____ 

    h.     Do you support the one-stop homeless shelter?  Yes ____  No N 

    i. Do you support spending public funds on Ironwood golf course? Yes ____  No _N___  

    j. Do you support Alachua County Forever?  Yes ____  No _N___ 

    k. Do you feel local law enforcement agencies are overreaching? Yes __Y__  No ____  

 

 

 

I, __Harold W. Saive_________________________________________________________, 

have completed this form voluntarily and the above responses honestly represent my 

positions and principles.  

Signature_______________________________________________________________  

Print Name_HAROLD W. SAIVE 
SAIVE_______________________________________________________  

 Date___10/24/2011_ 

 

 

 

 
 


