
March 1, 2011 

 

TO:  Alachua County Commissioners 

CC:  Chris Bird, Gus Olmos 

FROM: Bob Palmer, Chairman 

  Environmental Protection Advisory Committee (EPAC) 

SUBJ:  EPAC’s Investigation of Chemtrails 

 

Summary 

 

Local resident Harold Saive testified to the County Commission in November, 2010 about the 

alleged threat to Alachua County’s environment presented by “chemtrails”, which he defines as 

“the aircraft spraying of Welsbach seeding patented formula containing barium and aluminum”.  

The Commission referred the matter to EPAC.  On February 8, 2001, EPAC discussed 

“chemtrails” with Mr. Saive and other interested parties for over an hour.  It is EPAC’s 

recommendation that neither the Commission nor any County agency should take action on 

“chemtrails” at this time. 

 

“Chemtrails” and Other Alleged Pollutants 

 

Mr. Saive claims that the spraying of “chemtrails” by military aircraft is part of a plan by the 

U.S. military to control the weather to disadvantage some future enemy.  It was not clear from 

Mr. Saive’s briefing materials whether this alleged spraying is intended to warm the planet, cool 

the planet, or produce other weather impacts.  It is curious that these alleged operations are 

termed “Stratospheric Aerosol Geo-engineering”, since small-scale attempts to modify the 

stratosphere (6-30 miles above the Earth) would not be expected to result in significant changes 

in weather, which is largely a phenomenon of the atmosphere.   

 

Mr. Saive’s other concern is military aircraft’s use of a classified fuel that leaves contrails which 

allegedly (1) contain toxic substances and (2) could contribute to global warming. 

 

Mr. Saive’s presentation and back-up materials included allegations of various polluting events 

in the Western U.S. but contained no information about “chemtrails” pollution in Alachua 

County or anywhere else in the State of Florida.  He cited no peer-reviewed documents to 

support the claims of pollution from either contrails generated by classified aviation fuels or 

from “chemtrails”. 

 

EPAC Recommendations 

 

Mr. Saive asked EPAC members for suggestions on how the impacts of “chemtrails” or toxic 

contrails might be investigated locally.  We provided the following suggestions to Mr. Saive and 

others interested in attempting to document the impacts of “chemtrails” and toxic contrails: 

 

 Comb through the data bases generated by the 30-year Federal acid rain research and 

monitoring program.  The program has extensive information on trends in soil and 

surface water chemistry (including aluminum chemistry) over much of the US; 



 

 Encourage “chemtrails” experts to publish their material in peer-reviewed journals;  

 

 Contact IFAS, the Florida Department of Agriculture, the Florida Department of 

Environment Protection and others to access their extensive data bases on pH and other 

soil readings in Florida over the past decades; 

 

 Contact local farm bureaus to get anecdotal information from local farmers about soil and 

water trends; 

 

 Peruse the data bases of Lake Watch, which takes monthly samples throughout Florida; 

 

 Since the phenomena in question allegedly reduce sunlight, contact NASA and the 

Department of Energy to access their long-term data bases on solar insolation; 

 

 For the past six years, EPAC Chairman Bob Palmer was a Trustee of the University 

Corporation of Atmospheric Research, which operates the world’s premier atmospheric 

research laboratory in the world in Boulder, Colorado and conducts approximately $400 

million annually in atmospheric research and services.  Palmer attended his last meeting 

as a Board member in late February, 2011 and offered to raise any questions with UCAR 

scientists that Mr. Saive suggested.  [Mr. Saive had two weeks to forward such questions 

but did not avail himself of this opportunity]. 

 

Recommendation 

 

The list above is a partial list of items that citizens interested in “chemtrails” might pursue to 

solidify their claims.  Without more tangible evidence supporting this theory, it would be unwise 

to direct Alachua County agencies to expend time and resources investigating these claims, 

especially given the current budgetary climate and the many serious environmental issues in 

Alachua County which these agencies are charged with investigating and/or correcting.   


